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INTRODUCTION

In compliance with the resolution of the Council of Ministers ®, concerning the esta-
blishment of & documentation service — within the University Library — for Huwalt, Arablan
Gulf and Peninsula, and with the support of Mr. Anwar El Nourl Secretary General of Kuwait
University, the Libraries Department has arranzed to publish this “Selected Bibliography on
Yemen'" as one of its bibliographic serles of pational concern.

This bibliography is prepared by Mr. Sultan Nagi, who is now a staff member of the
Higher College of Education in Aden, and who toiled several years to compile it. Mr. Nagi's
Arabie Introduction gives the reader a review of the difficulties he faced to accomplish this
work and mentions also the previous attempts exerted to compile such a bibliography by Mr.
Sergent (of the Institute of Middle East Studies at Cambridge University), Mr. Pearson {of
the School of Orlental and African studles, London) and the late Mr. Fouad El-Sayyed (of the
Mational Library of Egypt).

After these and several other attempts to find a sponsorpKuwait University responded
favourably to the value of this bibliography and undertock the responsibility to publish it

This bibliography contains both Arabic and Forelgn sources. Annotations are also cited
for most of the entrles in order to acguaint the user with the subject content. Arabic sources
include printed historical items (559) and manuscripts (263). Foreign sources which are preceded
by a short historical review on Yemen — are arranged by subject and includes (1779) items.

The Libraries Departinent extends its thanks to both Miss Ingee Wahedee Deputy
Librarlan and Dr. Husscin Yosry Elewa Head of the Documentation Division for thelr revi-
sion and proof reading of the English Section of this BEibliography.

Revision of this Bibllography by the Libraries Department., has shown some incon-
sistencies and Incomplete bibllographi Information. We hope that next edition of this Biblio-
graphy would be more complete and consistent. Inspite of this, the bibliography will serve its
purpose in fostering Research on Yemen in particular and on the Arablan Peninsula in general
as these arcas constitute an intepral part with Kuwait and Arabian Gulf with respect to culture,
history, mutual interests and future aspirations.

DR. AHMED EADR SULATMAN HALANDER
TECHNICAL ADVISOR CHIEF LIBRARIAN

* SBession (24/71 on 2-5-1971) and Session (30/71 on 13-G6-1871).
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HISTORICAL GLIMPSE
OF YEMEN

by SULTAN A. NAGI

Anclent Civilizations

Modern Yemen is a projection of an incredible past. The Yemenis are proud of their histo-
rical heritage.

The known history of pre-Islamle Kingdoms lasted for a thousand years before the time
of Christ, and for about six hundred years afterwards. The ancient Yemenis developed thelr
terraced agriculture and irrigation system which astonishes the world to this day.

The ancient kingdoms of Yemen were known to the Greeks and the Romans chiefly because
the famous “[ncense route” which brought the luxury trade of the East to the West, passed
through their lands. The fact that anclent Yemenis found the “incense route” a most profitable
venture is attested by the lavish construction of their ancient bulldings, forts and temples. They
were able to make the desert bloom with their dry irrigation works.

In the important document, “The Periplus of the Erithraen Sea”, written about A.D. 50, an
anonymous Greek tells how Hippalus discovered the monsoon winds that enabled siiips to
sail directly from the shores of Yemen to Imdia. After that Important discovery the Yemenlte
states began to feel the effect of the loss of revenue from the goods carried to the West via
the sea routes. Yet as late as the second century B.C., the Yemenis apparently still had a
monopoly on much of this trade. Although they lost most, if not all, of the Indian trade to
Gracco-Roman merchants, it appeared that they still sent most of their own products, frankin-
cense and myrrh, north by camel caravan. However, demands for these two commodities became
less and less as Christianity gradually replaced paganism, for the early Christians objected to
these pagan odours.

The six main pre-Islamic Kingdoms of Yemen are those of Maeen, Saba, Qataban, Ausan,
Himyar and Hadhramaut. These must not be regarded as a lineal succession for most of these
civilizations were contemporancous and were all in existence at the same time, but they did
not flourish simultaneously. Furthermore, divergent views are held by varlous scholars in regard
te the chronology of these kingdoms, since up to the present little archacologlcal work has been
done in the area in search of Inscriptions which are our chief source of information concerning
these old kingdoms,

Among these Western explores of the 19th and the 20th century who vislted the area for
such inscriptions, are Halovy who in 1870 collected about 600 inscriptions from Marib, and
then Glaser who made several trips between 1882 and 1884 and collected mearly 2000 of them. In
1937 Miss Caton Thompson excavated a small temple and some tombs at Hurreldha in Hadhra-
maut, while in 1928 Rathjens and von Wissmann cleared a temple at Hugga near Sana. The
American Foundation Arabian Expedition was the first major archaeclogleal expedition to enter
Yemen — 1950 and 1952 — and to make serious discoverles in both Balhan and Marib. The main
outcome of this last expedition has been four great volumes published so far by the John Hop-
Kins Press.
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The old Yemeni language was deciphered by Emil Rodiger and by Genius in 18th century.
Wot all the Inscriptions so far discovered have been deciphered, and on those deciphered there
are different interpretations about some of thelr contents. This Is mainly due to the lack upto
now of a comprehensive dictionary of old Yemen! languages, which are considered now to be
dead languages. These inscriptions are mainly votary or stelae recording irrigation works
and repairs and texts recording notable happenings.

The State of Maeen

The éarliest of these states was that of Maeen, centred in the northeastern Yemen. Its
capital was Qarnawa. It appears to have been not strictly monarchical, but ruled by a Grand
Council. Rising to power as early as the Tth century and continuing till about 50 B.C. Maeen
at its zenith included muech of Yemen. It was finally overthrown by Saba.

The Mainaeans were great traders, with territories under thelr hegemony as far as north-
ern Arabia. They carried the worship of their God Wadd as far as Delos in the Aegean Sea.

The Kingdom of Saba

Of all the ancient kingdoms of Yemen, great and small, the kingdom of Saba (Biblical
Sheba), was the most powerful and enduring.It was established as early as 1000 B.C. It
continued to exist, with only one or two brief perlods of waning, until all of Yemen was united
under one ruler about A.D. 300. We greatly owe our knowledge of the chronology of this king-
dom to Professor A. Jamme who recently studied and rendered to us translations of the Sabaean
inscriptions found at Mahram Bilgis (Marib) by the American Arabian Expedition in the early
fifties of this century.

It scems certain that early in the first milienium B.C. there was a commercial empire,
covering the entire southern and western Arabla. Al-Jauf in eastern Yemen was the centre of
the Sabacen civilization. Its Mukarribs period (i.e. the Priest-Kings perlod) approximately ex-
tended between C. T50-450 B.C.; and afterwards the Mukarribs were replaced by Muluk Saba
(Kings of Saba). Their capital seems to have moved from Sirwah to Marib where a great
dam was constructed which lasted for more than one thousand years. This Marib dam
figures prominently in Arabic tradition and is mentioned In the Quran. The fact that there was
a dam there, has never been forgotten. Im fact the Marib dam is the most famous construction
in Pre-Islamic history. The Arab knows of the Marib dam just as he knows of the Queen of
Sheba. Himayritic iocriptions relate that the dam was constantly repalred as late as the
sixth century A.D. The tremendous effort required for the overhauls of the dam is indicated
by two important inscriptions which refer to massive reconstructions. During the great recons-
truction caried out in 450 A.D. Sarabhil Yaf'ur requisitioned some 20,000 labourers. The size
of the labour force required im AD. 542 for the work carried out under the Abyssinian Vice-
roy Abraha 1s indicated by the provisions he requisitioned for the workers: over 200,000 sheep
and goats, some 50,000 sacks of flour, 26,000 packages of dates and 3000 camels and oxen.

The kingdom of Saba was well-known to the Greeks and the Romans. In the second cen-
tury B.C. Agatharchides wrote, “for no pation seems to be wealthier than the Sabaeans ... who
are the agents for everything that falls under the mame of ‘transport from Asia to Europe.”
The wealth of Saba was based on the incense trade. Strabo, the Greek travellsr of the first
century B.C., remarks, "from thelr trafickling the Sabaeans have become the richest of all,
and they have a vast equipment of both gold and silver articles and wvery costly houses” They
had their gold mines and irrigated lands. Anclent Yemenis never attempted to store water
behind dams for irrigation, but built their system to break up the rain floods and distributed
it over as large an area as possible in the most effective manner. Since the Ancient Yemenis'
irrigation systems are unique in thelr size and plaoning, the Yemenis must be credited with
developing this system to its highest known peak.

Traditionaly it is belleveed that the Sabaean Kingdom declined through the bursting of
the Marib dam in the early Christlan era, but the major causes were probably the diversion of the
spice trade from the incense-routes in the arez. The major Irrigation works in Anclent Yemen
were progressively abandoned because of changes in social, political or economic conditions.
The logical explanation, therefore, for the final collapse of the Marlb dam seems to be that
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disrupted soclal conditlons prevented the normal malntenance of the dam, and the repair was
delayed until it was too late, after which time the whole system gradually fell into complete
decay. It seems the Marib dam was fnally destroyed around the year A.D. 575,

The chief Delty of the Saba was the moon-God INumguh, The Sabaean pame of the great
temple dedicated to DNlumguh was Awwam. Its remains are still found {n Marlb and Is known
as Haram Bllgls; the former is commonly used by scholars while the latter is the local Yement
name. It Is confirmed by the large Inscriptions found on the outside of the oval wall, together
with numerous dedicatory inscriptions found inside the entrance court, that the dating of this
construction goes back to about the middle of the seventh country B.C.

The Kingdom of Qutaban

Now according to Professor W. F. Albright's Chronology of Yemenite History, we feel
reasonably sure that the history of human settlement In the towns of Qataban went well back
into the second millennium B.C. This state saw its greatest days from the aixth century B.C.
to the early first century A.D. Archacological excavatlon has shown that Its capital Timna
(Modern Hajar Kholan of Bathan) was destroyed by fire about the beginning of the Christlan era
(24 B.C.). This kingdom, which was centred in Balhan and controlled the southern part of
Yemen, was ruled by Hadhram! kinge for perhaps a hundred years and finally absorbed In
the Himyarite kingdom. Generally, throughout its history Qataban was probably not indepen-
dent for a long time, but either allied with Maeen or subject to Saba or Himyar.

The State of Ausan

Although little is konown of tbis state, the evidence available seéems to indicate that it
was one of the Important states, which probably lay south of Qataban. It flourished in southern
Yemen, and old Aden (Eudacmon Arabln) was probably an Ausanitic port. This state is belleved
to have originated from Qataban more than six centuries before Christ and to have bean even-
tually absorbed into Qataban agaln.

An Inscription which records the fall of the kingdom Implies that it was of considerable
size and importance; at the Anal catastrophe, 16,000 men were slain and 40,000 captured.

The Periplus refers to the African Coast near Zanzibar, as the ‘Ausanitic Coast’, and further
relates that Himyarite Mapharitic chief (lLe. from Ma afir of present day Hujerla) was
governing that coast in the first century A.D. That contact with its African territory was
probably carried on through the port of Aden

The Himyarite Kingdom

Himyar was a comparatively !ate arrival in the political life of Anclent Yemen. The Him-
yarites rose to power In the second century B.C. and continued till thelr overthrow by the
firat invaders from outside, the Abwyssinians in A D. 525. Both Arab and later Greek writers
use “Himyarites” as a general name for all the people of Anclent Yemen, and accordingly
called all old Yemenite languages as “Himyaritic".

The Hymyarites apparently absorbed Qataban and later Saba, and for a time early In
the Christlan era they claimed lordship over Hadhramaut. Thus all the kingdoms of anclent
Yemen were united under the Himyarites. Thelr capital was Zafar, about 10 miles south west of
Yarim. After the destruction of anclent Aden early in the Christian era, the port was moved
te Muza (Mocha). From thence Indian trade was afterwards passing through the new capital
of Zafar and then going northwards from there via Nejran.

The Himyarite princes took the title ‘King of Saba and Dhu Reldan.' They minted silver
and gold colns. At one peried the Himyarite state extended eastward and Included the port
of Cana near Bir All west of Mukalla; and Malfa'a was its inland capital. A sectlon of the
Wahidl tribes s called Benl Himyar to-day.

In the Himyaritic times, the Romans made one attempt to open the riches of Yemen to
their commerce. Thelr Emperor Augustus dispatched an expedition under Aelius Gallus In
24 B.C. The Roman army suffercd great losses during the desert journey. They got only as
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far as Marlb. A slege of Marlb was given up because of lack of water. Finally they were
forced to retreat.

The Kingdom of Hadhramaut

The Periplus refers to Cana as the port of the frankincense country and further states that
it was under the contrel of the king of Hadhramaut.

The fortunes of this kingdom cannot yet be told chorenologically, but they were much
{ntertwined with the states on the west and Habaghat, {(ancestors of the Maharis) on the east.

Hadhramaut throeugh the years was shown as both the enemy and ally of the wvarious
western kingdoms of anclent Yemen. The work in Balhan by the Amorican Foundation Arabian
Expedition showed that Qataban was probably subdued by the Hadhraml forces about the start
of the Christian era and ruled by kings of Hadhramaut for several generations before the
kingdom of Saba and Dhu Reldan conguered the valley of Hadhramaut.

Probably in the first century B.C. the Hadhramis overthrew the Habashat, many of whom
them migrated to Abysslnia. The kings of Hadhramaut in the first cemtury A.D. ruled the
frankincense country and also the islands of Kuria, Masira and Socotra.

The Hadhrami capital was first Irma (or Arma). Then it was later transferred to Shab-
wa. The kings were crowned at a rocky place less than ten miles to the west, called Al'Ugla
{very rich with Inscriptions) Shabwa was reputed to contain more than 60 temples, some of which
are belleved to have been those of Athtar (Venus). Incense from Dhufar was brought by
sea to Cana and thence by camel to Shabwa; that collected from Hadhramaut itself was
brought to it also. The whole incense traffic therefore passed northwards to the Mediterranean
though Shabwa, where large dues were exacted in kind. The Hadhramaut and other western
Kingdoms of Yemen thus depended on the traffic, and when the incense ceased to be carrled
overland, the Yemen states, with thelr bulldings and agriculture, declined.

Christianity In ¥Yemen

North Ethlopla was colonlzed, probably in the first millennium B.C., by immigrants from
Yemen. The Habashat (Maharits) gave the name Abyssinia to the country, and the Ag azl the
nune Ge'ez to the language. The Arab settlers gradually conquered the Indigenous Hamites,
and had the dominant peoples in Abyssinla having arlsen from the Yemenis naturally fostered
cloge commercial relations between the two countries.

The date of the Introduction of Christianity into the Yemen seems very uncertain. At any
rate Christianity was apparently established by the 4th century, iIf not earlier. In the 5th
century Theophilus founded a church in Aden and got permisgion from the rulers of the
Himyarites to erect churches in Zafar and elsewhere. In Socotra ruins of Christian churches
exist to this day, while the place-name Kallansiya in the island, i3 believed to be drived from
‘Ecclesia’.

Judaism in ¥Yemen

Judalsm also penetrated early, possibly scon after the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D.
70. Possibly several of the Himyarite rulers embraced Judaism; at any rate the last tubba
{monarch) Dhu Nuwas, was a Jew who, perhaps assoclating Christianity with the domination
of the Abyssinians, almost stamped It out by a massacre at Nejran and elsewhere, about
AD. 523,

The Abyssinian and Perslan Congquesat

This led to an invasion by an Abyssinlan army under Aryat., The Abyssinians were vie-
torious.. Later Abraha was recognized as Viceroy of the Yemen. Afterwards Abraha, wishing
Sana to rival Mecca as a centre of pligrimage, bullt there a magnificlent church, al-Kalls, (ec-
clessia). Local tradition holda that, after this church was defiled by pagan Arabs, Abraha led
an army against Mecca, accompanied by elephants, about A.D. 570. But the Abyssinlans were
destroyed by small-pox within sight of Mecca.

One of Yemen's natlonal heroes, Seif Bin Dhu Yazan, went to Persia seeking help against
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the Abyssinlans. The help was gladly given in order indirectly to weaken the influence of
Byzantium, who were the co-religionists of the Abyssinlans. The Abyssinians were defeated
In A.D. 575 and Seif bin Dhu Yazan was placed on the throne. The second Abyssinian occupation
had lasted about half & century, an earlier and shorter one having occurred ‘n the fourth
century.

Self bin Dhu Yazan ruled at firat as co-viceroy with Wahriz, the Perslan General, but
¥Yemen soon became & Persian satrapy and so contloued untll the advent of Islam.

The bursting of the famcus dam at Marlb cccured In the Abyssinlan period. As a matter
of fact there are references to previous leaks and repairs. Some think that the whole agelong
decline of Yemenl trade and prosperity that followed was due to that disaster, but the real
causes lay in the diversion of trade from the overland incense rdute to the sea route, in internal
divislons resulting from the introdiaction of Christianity and Judaism, and In subsequent sub
mission to forelgn rule. The local effect, was, however, considerable. Al-Hamdanl, Yemen's
greatest historlan of the tenth century, deseribes, in book 8 of his Al-IkU, how the gardens of
¥emen became waste lands, and either an eariler breach of the dam, or the final one, appenr-
ed to have caused certaln powerful Yemenl tribes to move north.

11. YEMEN DURING THE ISLAMIC PERICD

(from the Tth to the 18th century)

Yemen became part of the ‘Islamic Empirethrough the submission of Badhan, its Iast Per-
slan Viceroy. The Yemenis were converted to islam and the Prophet appointed Badhan Amir
over all its provinces. When the latter dled the Prophet divided Yemen into three provinces,
that of Al-Ganad, Sana and Hadhramaut and he appointed three provinelal governora to rule
over them.

During the caliph perlods the governorship of the country passed succcasively from one ruler
to another. All those governors were appointed from the central capital of the caliphate whether
that was Medina, Damascus or Baghdad. As a precautlon against the possibllity of them
becoming Independant, the governors of Yemen were constantly and rapldly changed and
replaced by almost every new caliph.

The Yemenis played an important role In the furthering of the cause of Islam. They were
among It early supporters and took part In all great battles of Syrla, Iraq, Egypt, North
Africa, India and Khurasan. Among Yemeni great generals was Abdul Rehmen Al-Ghafigi who
conquered Spain. There were Yemenl Jurists, and learned men who had greatly contributed to
the bullding of Arab and Islamic civilization. Suffice it to mention here the Yemenl philosopher
of history Ibn Khaldoun on whom Arnold Toynbee has commented:

“He has concelved and formulated a philosophy of history which s undoubtedly the
greatest work of its kind that has ever yet been created by any mind {n any time or
place.”

The great split over the calipnate had Its reprecussions on Yemen Itself. First under the
last Omeiyad caliph, a Kharijite state with allegiance to neither the Omeiyada nor the Alldes,
was catablished over Yemen (¢. T45—757). When the rift between the Sunnis and the Shins be-
came more acute, desire for Independence from the central government was natural In a
distant country like Yemen, consclous of a glorious past, difficult of access, able to feed feself,
and with commercial connections outside the Arab Empire in southern India, ¢astern Africa,
and elsewhere. In the mountains were many strongholds whose chlefs malntained virtual Inde-
pendence for generations providing refuge for rebels and persccuted Alldes such as the Zay-
dites, Carmathians or Ismallis. As a matter of fact the whole country between the Sth and
16th centuries became & flerce battle ground and was ravaged by constant wara between the
two sects of Islam of sunnism and shi'lsm that finally crystallized in the two rival caliphates
of Baghdad and Cairo. Yemen was devastated by the Internal wars wased among the different
dynasties that were ruling over it at one and the same time. There was constant change of
power among those dynasties, and unity had rarely been achleved, and if ever, it was only
for a short time. The boundaries of authority never remained static and power alternated
between Sans, Sada, Aden, Zabld, Talz, Jibla Muthaykhira, Mansura, Shihr, or Seilum as the
case might be. Such changes of capital proved the unity of the land.
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The following is a brief account of the different dynastles that had sprung up in Yemen
between the 9th and 16th centurles. It should always be kept In mind that they are not here
arranged in & Moeal successlon, for most of these dynastles were contemporanous and were
in existence at the same time. There were more than on dyoasty at one glven time as thelr dates
would clearly show.

The Ziyadites (818—1021)

When Caliph Al-Mammuno saw that revolts agalnst the Abbaslds suthority had started In
Tihama at the begloning of the 9th century, he sent them Mohammad bin Ziyad. He was appoin-
ted governor of Yemen in 818. Ibn Ziyad made his capital at Zabid and founded there the

Ziyadite dynasty.

The rule of Ibn Ziyad extended itself almost all over Yemen. His authority was recog-
nized in the province of Hadhramaut, Shihr, the highlands, Janad and its dependencies, Ma'afir
(Le. present day Hugeria), Sada, Najran and Aden. Ibn Ziyad acknowledged the supremacy of
the Abbasid Caliphs and sent them tributes and a portion of the country's revenue. Later how-
ever, when his posterity after him became aware of the weakness of the Caliphate, they
appointed to themselves the entire revenue of the country and discontinued the payment of tribute.
Thenceforth their relationshlp with Baghdad became ounly nominal.

By the turn of the century the rule of this dynasty had greatly diminished und many pro-
vinces separated themselves and cast off thelr alleglance. Among those who had done so were
the two Shia newcomers, the Zaydites and theCarmathians, and the noble family of the Yafu-
rites of Sapna and Shibam.

When the fourth Ziyadite ruler died in 981his small child succeeded him. The child's guar-
dianship was asumed by an Abyssinian slave. After 981 the autherity of this dynasty was
exerclsed by ministers, mostly African slaves one of whom Husein bin Salama, bullt mosques
and wells along the pllgrim road from Hadhramaut. Another of these slave ministers murdered
his master in 1018, only to be put to death by an Abyssinian rival Najah. The governors ap-
poloted In the highlands selzed the mountain fortresses.Aden, Abyan, Lahej, Shihr, and Had-
hramaut were taken by Banu Ma'an; the provinces of Ma'fir, and Janad and their fortresses
by a family known as Banu L-kurandl. The Ziyadite dynasty at length came to an end In
1021 and power was usurped by Nagah who founded the slave dynasty of the Nagahites.

The Yafurites (858—1003)

The Yafurltes, descendants of Himyar, were one of the noblest familles of Sana. About 840,
they rebelled against the governor of Sana whom they expelled. They were recognised as gover-
nors by the Abbasid Caliph In 572 at first acknowledged his supremacy and that of the Ziya-
dites but eventually established themselves as a virtually independsnt dynasty at Sana and
Shibam. At one time Hadhramaut. Beihan, Janad and Aden were included In thelr domain.
Towards the end of the 9th century they however had to fight three newcomers, the Zaydite Imam
at Sad and the Carmathians All ibn al Fadhl and, Mansur al Yeemn at Muthoylkhira and Aden
La'n (west of Sana) respectively. Of the last two, Ibn al Fadhl was the more serlous opponent
of the Yafurites. He won over the Yafais made Mudjaykhirah (on mountain Raymah) his capital,
took Sana from them and then sacked Zabld. After his death the Yafurites sacked Mudhay-
khirah, his capital, and massacred all members of his family and most of the followers of this
Ismaili sect. His three daughters were captured and taken away. Upon the death of ibn al Fadhl,

the Yafurites were able to re-establish thelr authority.

As to the Zaydites, the Yafurites often lost Sana to them or to the tribal chiefs of Hama-
lan and Khaulan, This dyasty had lttle power after about 1000, but still held Kaukaban about
1280.

The Carmathians (881—81056)

Due to the lack of political unity and one central government in Yemen the Carmathlans
(as well as the Zaydites) had found the land a fertile ground for the propagation of their
soclalistic doctrines. In 881 the two Carmathlan misionarles All Ibn al Fadhl and Mansur al-Yemen
arrived from al Kufa at Chulafikah the then port of Zabld. However, they were not the first to go
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to Yemen since we koow that they had been preceded by some others like Da'y (propagator) Ibm
Zakraweh who had died in the country some years before the arrival of these two misslonaries.

At Chulafikah the two parted, ITbn al Fadhl headed southeward towards Aden and Yafa while
the other ascended the mountains and proceeded to the district of Aden La'ah to the west of
Sana. Subsequently he established his authority on the mountain Masgar and overran Shibam
Himyar and Kaukaban,

As to Ibn al Fadhl, he began at Yafa and after enlisting the Yafais to his cause he overran
Abyan, Lahei, and Lower Yemen. He then marched to Mudhaykhirah, a large city on the moun-
tain of Ramyzh and made it the seat of his government. After his authority had acquired
strength and stabllity, he determined upon attacking Sana at the time under the Yafurites. He
succeeded and thus in 911 made his final entry into the city. Next he went forth upto Tihama
and sacked Zabid, at the time under the Ziyadites.

A rift between the two Carmathians finaly took place. When Ibn al Fadhl beheld his
power over Yemen was securely established he cast off his alleginnce to the Ismali Imam. As
a matter of fact he had done 5o on the instruction of Firuz the Da'y of Egypt, who was doubt-
ing the identity of the new Imam after the latter’s sudden appearance from his long conceal-
ment. Mansur approached Ibn al Fadhl and the twio fought each amother. Ibn al Fadhl was
victorious but he soon died, in 915, of polson. Mudhyakhira was sacked, the son of Ibn al Fadhl,
members of his family and persons who had embraced his sect were put to death. Mansur on the
other hand continued to rule over his domains, but after he died family struggles ensucd until
one of his sons abjured his father's sect and joined that of the Sunnis. He massacred the
members of his father's sect and drove them forth until none remained around him but such
whose religious bellefs were held in secret. Generally, Ismaili adherents in Yemen remailned
underground until Al Assyulayhi openly proclaimed the falth again in 1038.

The Zaydites (897—1862)

In 8393 Al-Haqq founded the Zaydite Imamate at Sa'da. This state outlived all other dynasties
of Yemen untll it was finally overthrown by the September Revolution, 1862, whick established
the Arab Yemeni Republle in ita place.

In its early perlod the Zeldl power, based on the northern city of Sada, was Imited though
remarkably persistent, but during the late middle ages internal divisions and family struggles
became rampant and thus we often see more than one Imam contending for power at any
given time,

According to the Zaydite doctrine, the person to be invested with the ofice of the Imam must
be learned, plous, generous and brave. It is further required that he shall stand forth and pub-
licly claim recogmition of his authority. This last condition must have encouraged ambitious
Zeldes to fight for power.

Through the middle ages the Zaydites were waging war against their enemies of the other
contemporary states of Yemen such as the Yafurites, the Carmathians, the Resulties, the Ayyu-
bites, the Tahirites and finally the Turks. As we shall see, with the exception of the last state
the Zaydites were generally on the defensive in those wars.

The Nagahites (1021—I1158)

After he had usurped power from his masters the Ziyadites, Nagah founded this slave
dynasty in 1021. He continued to rule over Tihama from the domain of Ibn Tarf in the north
to Aden in the South, the chlefs of the mountains showing respect for his dynasty and dread-
ing his power. Nagah's power endured untll, through conspiracy, As-Sulayhl brought about his
death. Scon after As-Sulayhi dispossessed the Nagahites of thelr kingdom and Nagah's two
remaining sons Said and Jayyash fled to the Island of Dahlak where they occupled themselves
in the study of the Quran and of lterature. Then they returned to Zabkid and remained In con-
cealment.

When As-Sulayhi was on his way to Mecca, they made a night attack upon him and
kllled him together with his brother and one hundred and seventy men of the family of Su-
layhl Then they marched upon Zabld and made their entry iInto the city with the captive
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Queen Asma bin Shibab, the wife of As-Sulayhi, borne in a litter, close to which were carried
the heads of As-Sulayhl and his brother. Zabld and Tihama were returned to the Nagahites.
However, that did not last long because Al-Mukarram waged a flerce war against them which
resulted In the re-capture of Zabld by the Sulayhites. Both Sald and Jayyash fled again to
Dahlak. Subsequently Sald relurned, recaptured the city and continued to rule over it until he
was ambushed and killed. His troops too were routed by the Sulayhites.

Jayyash fled to Aden and thence he proceeded to India, He returned to Zabid but remained
in concealment. After preparations for an upsurge had been completed, he then suddenly, in
the year 1089, rose in Insurrection at Zabid. He became king of Zabld and acknowledged the
supremacy of the Sunni Caliph of Baghdad. He contlnued to rule Tihama until 1104, when he
died and was succeeded by his son. Jayyash was celebrated for his sense of justice.

It is ifronlcal to note that the end of the Nagahlte dynasty was very much similar to that
of its predecessor the Ziyadites. Supreme and actual power of this dynasty also In its last
days was held by slaves. But although these wazirs, and thelr masters the Nagahites, were
Abyssinlans, yet, In the words of Omara, Yemen mediaeval historlan: “No Arab kings surpassed
them in personal merlt, they were noted for gemerosity, for their brilliant state, and for
combining renown In war with celebrated achlevements in times of peace.” It is they who
erected stately colleges at Zabld for the study of jurlspudence. Even some of their slave girls
proved to be honourable, plous and good soclal workers.

The destruction of this slave dynasty — which really was the champlon of Sunplsm —
came at the hands of All bin Mahdi, the Kharijite, of the tribe of Ru'ayn from Himar, who
founded the dynasty of Banu Mahdi.

The Sulsyhites (1038—1138)

After obtalning permission from the Ismalll Caliph at Cairo to make open proclamation of
the Ismailite doctrines and supremacy, All As-Sulayhl ralsed his standard on the sumit of
Masar, the highest peak of the mountains of Haraz. He then rapldly overran the country and
conquered both the mountain fortresses and Tihama from the Nagahites, Before the end of 1082,
he had subjected the whole of Yomen to his authority. Mo parallel case canm be found of 80
rapid a conquest In the history of Yemen. He made Sana his capital and brought thither the
Yemenlte Kings whom he had deprived of thelr thrones.

He proceeded to Mecca by command of the Ismaill Caliph for the purpese of putling an
end to the Abbasides supremacy. On his way to Mecca he was suddenly attacked and killed
by Sald |bn Nagah In revenge for his father's death .

All As-Sulayh! was succeded by his son al-Mukaram who was able later to retake Zabid
from ibn Nagah and force him to leave for the Island of Dahlak in the Red Sea. After freeing
his mother Asma from captivity, Al-Mukarram returned with her to Sana. Then he became
absorbed in the pursuit of pleasures, his mother conducted the affairs of the kingdom. After she
died his wife Queen Sayyidah bint Ahmed (wrongly named Arwa bint Ahmed) became the
virtual ruler of the kingdom. The gqueen ruled Yemen for about 55 years. She was a highly
cultivated and energetic lady and was really an oroament to the Sulayhite dyoasty. She con-
ferred many benefits on the country.

She moved her capital from Sana to Jiblah (near Talz), Banu Hatem of the Hamdan tribe
were appointed as the deputles of the Sulayhite over Sana, and the Zurayltes over Aden.

Most of the time the Sulayhites were eogaged in warfare with the Nagahites, By 1100
this dynasty had only local influence In Lower Yemen and when it finally declined the furthe-
rance of the Ismalll doctrine automatically fell on the shoulders of Its ex-vassals, the Zurayites,
and Hatimites of Aden and Sana respectively. They too were Ismaills and from Hamadan
the same tribe of the Sulavhites.

The Zurayltes (1076—1174)

We have seen that in the final days of the Ziyadite dynasty, Aden Abyan, Lahej, Shihr
and Hadhramaut were taken by Banu Ma'n When All As-Sulayhl conquered Aden In 1062, he
allowed them to remain In possession as governors under his authority. When he was killed
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declared themselves independent. Al-Mukarram thereupon marched against them, conguered
the city and put an end to the supremacy of Banu Ma'n. He placed their country under rule of
two chiefs from Hamdan who were also dedicated followers of the Ismaill sect. Zuray, son of
one of these two chiefs was killed in battle while fighting the Sulayhites, Aden and its depen-
dencies remaiped in the hands of the femily of Zuray, untll the Zurayites were deposed by
the Ayyubites in 11T4.

When al-Mukarram maried Queen Sayyldah, his father gave her Aden and its neighbour-
hood as her dowry. The revenues of Aden-100,000 dinars p.a.-were uninterruptedly pald to her
until the death of al-Mukarram. Later it was agreed that half the revenues should be pald
to the gueen, then a quarter, and finally payment was dissontinued, after divislon had occurred

in the family itself.

When Queen Sayyldah died in 1138 the Zurayites were In possession of almoat all of lower
Yemen. All the strongholds and cities that had formerly belonged to the Sulayites such o
Jible and Ibb, were also purchased by Zurayites.

The Hatimites (1130—1174)

When the Sulayhites moved thelr capital from Sana to Jibla, they appointed as thelir
deputy over Sana one of thelr dedicated followers by the name Imran bin Fadhl of Hamdan
tribes. In 1089, however, the rule of Sana was usurped by another Hamdani chief Hatem bin
Al-Ghashm. Queen Sayyidah could do nothing against him and the city, therefore, remained
under the family of this usurper until 1138 when then it was returned by the Hamdan tribe to
Hatem bin Ahmed, a grandson of Imran, who was later to become the progenitor of the
Hatimite dynasty in Sana and its dependencies. The establishment of this dynasty in 1138 had
colncided with the death of Queen Sayyidah and ultimately with the fall of the Sulayhites.’
Therefore, It was natural that it should be the legal heir of the Ismaill faith in the district of
Sana os were the Zurayites in Aden and Lower Yemen.

Since the Zaydites were, at the time, the virtual rulers of Sana, Nagran and Al-Gauf, it
was natural that struggles should continue to take place between them and the Hatimite
dynasty. Each was determined to dislodge the other of its possessions or make a breakthrough
into the territory of *he other. The Hatimites at the end got the upper hand and were thare-
fore able to reach as far as Sada in the north and Al-Gauf in the easat.

The ascendancy of the Hatimites In Sana and its nelghbourhood also colncided with the
rise of All Ibn Mahdi in Tthame after the destruction of the Nagahitea, The Mahdites then
began their bid for power and started to overrun Lower and Southern Yemen. When they
made their raid on the Zurayites of Aden in 1173 the latter solicited the help of Ismalll com-
rades the Hatimites, In response, a force was despatched from Sans. The Mahdites suddenly ab
andoned the slege of Aden and hastened back to meet the Hatimite forces near Talz. But
they were completely routed by the latter and then returned to Zabld. The next year they were
finally routed by the Ayyubite invasion from Egypt which overran the whole of Yemen.

The Mahdites (1158—1174)

All ibn Mahdl, the progenitor of this dynasty, was & descendant of Himyar and a natlve of
al Anbarah, on the coast of Zabid. He started his career by waging relentlesy  wars against
the Abyssinlan dynasty of the Nagahites which finally came to an end In 1188, Among the
causes that contributed to his success was the clrcumstance that this out-golng dynasty had
reached its last days when its chiefs and slave wazirs became divided due to jealously and
envy among themselves.

Ibn Mahdl was an eloquent and knowledgeable man with a very strong and cruel perso-
nality, perhaps similar to that of Al Tbn alFadhl the Carmathian. The accurate fulfilment
of his predictions became one of the most powerful means by which he won the hearts of
the people. As to the sect to which he belonged, he was a Kharijite (ie. neither a Sunnl
nor & She'l). He exercised very strict and harsh discipline over his soldiers. A soldler who fled
from the enemy was beheaded. “Who so drank Intoxicating liquors,” says Qamarah, “suffered
death and death was the penalty for lstening to songs, for adultery, and for abssnce from
the Fridays' prayers or from the two assemblles at which preached to the people on Thursdays
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and Mondays. In the other days of the week none but his two chiefs was to speak to him, or
even to approach him. Anyone who neglected to visit his father's grave on these days suffered
death.” His ralders when they entered a district plundered and burnt. He continued to wage war
against Zobld, untll the country was forsaken by its inhabitants. The lands he invaded censed
to be ploughed, and the roads were deserted. His orders to his followers were to drive away
the cattle and slaves, and to kill the predecessor. All Ibn el Fadhl the Carmathian had
slaughtered 4,000 virgin women prisoners on the Zabld Road! They obeyed his commands, which
stimulated their own greed, struck terror into thelr enemles, and accomplished the destruction
of the country.

This dynasty eventually became the soverclgm both of the highlands and the lowlands,
and most of the kingdoms and treasures of the kings of Yemen had passed into its hands. The
citles of the surviving members of the Sulayhites such as Jibla, Al-Janad, Ibb and thelr de-
pendencies surendered and s0 too Ma'afir (Hugereln) and its fortressss—Ta'kar, Sami, Matran

and Samadan.

The Mahdites were able al one tlme to make themselves masters of the whole Yemen.
There were at that time twenty-five separate governments in the country, all of which they
conquered. Aden alone remaloed unconquered, and Banu Mahdl subjected it solely to the pay-
ment of tribute. As we have seen earller, that was because of the Hatimite interventlon. In
1174 the dynasty of the Mahdites came to an end. With the fall of the Mahdites, the Arab
soverelgoty came to an end in Yemen, and was thenceforth held by the Ghuzz (Turks, Kurds,
Circassians, etc.), and thelr chlefs of the dyoasty of Ayyub,

The Ayyubites (1174—1228)

In 1174 Saledin, seeking a safe retreat from the displeasure of his suzerain Nur ad Din
of Syria, sent his elder brother, Turan Shah, to conquer Yemen. The Mahdites, the Zurayites,
and the Hatlmites were overhelmed and o branch of the Ayyubltes, as Saladin’s family ls
called, relgned from Taiz, which Turan Shah thought & healthier place than Zabid. They used
Kurdish, Turkish and Circasslan troops and tried to Introduce feudallsm in Yemen. Under them
and the next two dynasties of the Rasulites and the Tahirites Yemen was goveroed by a mill.
tary aristocracy lke the Mamelukes of Egypt.

After the death of Turan Shan-who had been able to rule the whole Yemen-some of the
military governors of the Ayyubites in Yemen began to asplre for independence in their dis-
tricts and showed tendencles for separatism. Saladin instantly dispatched to Yemen one of his
toughest generals and after the latter had died he sent his brother Toghtekin, who soon
crushed those governors and was able Lo restore order and the unity of Yemen. When he died
he was succeeded by Al-Mu'es Ismail whose mad and rash policles angered his troops and
caused them to rebel and murder him. He had proclaimed himself God, threw off allegiance to
the Abbasld Callpate and denounced Sunnlsm which was his dynasty’s faith and that of the
majority of Yemenis then. A number of his troops jolned the camps of the Zaydite Imam
Abdulla bln Hamza who found a golden opportunity to revive the Imamate that had pre-
viously been left in abeyance for some time. The Zaydite Imam was able to come southwards
as far as Sana. In the cod internal conflicts and conspiracles prevalled in the courts of the
Ayyubites, especlally among thelr military commandera and troops. One of the wvessals was
therefore able to establish his house on the rulns of this dynasty.

The Rasulites (1229—1454)

In 1229, Nur ad Din Omer bin Rasul, deputy of the Ayyubites, made himself independent
and founded the Rasulite dyoasty, the most brilllant dynasty of medineval Yemen. They deve-
loped o fairly complex and claborate administration. They were probably Turks, but clalmed
descent from the Himyaritic Tubbas (Kings) through the Ghassanids of Syria who had migrated
from Yemen before Islam.

In the middle and Iatter part of the 13th Century, the whole country down to and (nelud-
ing Aden was for a while united under their control. Hadhramaut they held in political vas-
salage and once they invaded and ruled Dhufar. They contested the control of the holy citles
with the Mamelukes. The latter invaded Yemen In 1351 and were able to take away with
them to Egypt one of the Sultans of this dynasty in Hadhramaut by the last half of the
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ffteanth century, the Kathirls, a tribal group from Zufar, whose star was in Lhe ascendant,
had taken much of the interior of the country and also controlled al-Shihr. In the middle of
the Aftenth century the Resulltes were finally dispossessed by thelr vassals the Tahirites.
Most of thelr time had been occupled in fighting the Zaydites,

The Raosulltes were patrons of letters. In al-Khazrejl' history of this dynasty we, for
example, find two curious Instances of & book recelving royal honours. In the first case, which
happened on December 24, 1386, the book, & commentary, was carrled on the heads of the
lnw students from the author's house to the king's palace accompanied by a band of drum-
mers, and the king rewarded the author with a gift of 48,000 dirhams, “to show respect for
learning and raise the author's rank, since he was a blessing In this world and in the world
to come." In the second case, which happened ocn May 3, 1398 simnilar honours were conferred
on & book. The three volumes which composed it were carrled on the heads of three leading
scholars, preceded by judges, jurisministrels, to the king's palace, where the king having turned
over the pages of the book, bestowed on the author a gift of 3000 dinars,

The Tahirites (1484—1538)

While the power of the later Rasulite princes disintegrated, and several of them main.
talned themselves for short periods only with the support of mutually contending factions
of the Mameluks of Aden and Zabld respectively, Banu Tahir, who were vassals of the Rasu-
lites from the reglons of al-Makrana and Juban, established themselves firmly in Lahej. In 1445
they made a premature attempt to conquer for them Talz, Under the last Rasulite Sultan,
All and Amir bin Tahir took Aden in 1453, and Zabid next year. The occupatlon of Aden was
accomplished with the suport of certaln factions of Yafa'l,

Immediately after thelr successlon to power In Aden and Zabld, Banu Tahir were re-
ognised as the rulers of Yemen in Talz and Hodeldah, Afterwards they were engaged In pacl
fylng Tihama. In 1456 the Sulten of Sihr sent a naval expedition to conguer Aden, but the
Tahirites defeated it and took the Shihrl sultan prisomer. They then sent their own expedl-
tion to Shihr and were able to occupy It as well as the rest of Hadhramaut. The Kathirls
later controlled Shihr as governnrs of the Tahirites.

The Tahirites then began consolidating thelr realm against the Zaydite Imams. The Tahirite
state became the strongest political power of Yemen, as opposed to that of the Zaydites, from
about 1470 until 1515 when the Momelukes of Egypt began to arrive. After the taking of
Sana towards the end of that period, the Tahirites tended to overcome thelr adversaries Io
the direction of Sada by a combined approach through central Yemen and Tihama: but between
1515—1538, during the three-cormered struggle between themselves, the Mamelukes and the
Zaydites, the latter became stronger and had advanced southwards as far as Dhamar.

The Tahlrite dynasty was finaly destroyed by the Ottoman Turks. In 1538 Sulalman al
Khedim, a slave of Sultan Sallm of Turkey, reputed for cruelty and rapacity, arrived in Kama-
ran, on his way, to India where he was going to fight the Portuguese. Amir bin Daud, the
last Tahirite in Aden. thinking that now the man who might have saved him sgainst the
Zaydi had come, sent & letter to Sulaiman proposing an alllance. Sulaiman promised him all
kinds of help agalnst the Imam, and entered the Port of Aden. He obtained Amir's permission
te let his troops disembark on short leave. Amir was arrested with his companlons, and sent
on board the Pasha's ship. Sulaiman had them hangdd, six persons in all, and left their dead
bodies suspended for three days. Thercupon he proceeded to Indin. Aden was captured by the
Turks and the Tahirite dynasty came to an end.

Despite the frequent civil wars In the Tahirite dynasty It had produced great rulers.
They bullt many colleges, clsterns, agueducts and other publlc works In Sana, Zabid and Aden.
Varthema, the Venetiah traveller who visited A fen in 1503, says that it was the most impreg-
nable town he had seen in his life.

III. THE STRUGGLE FOR THE RED SEA TRADE, 1500—1538

The discovery of the sea route round the Cape of Good Hope by Vasco da Gama, in
1494, had Immense significance for Muslim countries, which lost much strategie and commer-
clal importance. The following Is an outline of that struggle taken from Professor Sarjeant's
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standard book on the subject (The Portuguess Off the South Arablan Coast). PP 2—18.

“In a sense the episode of the Portuguese in the Indian Ocean i3 the logical culmination
and trimph of Christendom’s antl-Muslim thrust, stemming from RECONQUISTA of the
Iberian peninsula (Spain) end the Crusades...Granted that the priocipal object of Fortuguese
ambltions was the capture of economic supremacy and even the monopoly of the castern trade
thers was always an underlying emotional conclousness of a holy war, matched on the Mus-
im side by the sentiment of the DJIHAD against a dastardly and unprincipled foe...

Following upon Da Gama's second expedition of 1502, the Portuguese made the important
policy declsion that they would block the Red Sea to Muslim shipping. In April 1507 Sacotra
Island was captured by Albuquerque, the Portuguese contemplating the wuse of the island
as depot from which they could stop the entrance into the Gulf of Aden...All this time the
Portuguese had been busy establishing themselves in India...Concerted actlon was agreed upon
by the Mameluke Sultan of Egypt and the Muslim rulers of Indis...that a fleet should be
equipped at Suez and dispatched to India.

Having recelved orders...to endeavour to capture Aden and penetrate into the Red Seas,
Albuguerque get sail from Goa In 1513...but his attack on Aden failed...Meanwhile...the Mame-
lukes seem to have decided that it was Imperative to conguer the Yemen, perhaps as a retreat
if they should be vanlshed by the growing might of the Ottoman Turks, and almost certainly
with a view to using It as a bass from which to counter the FPortuguese menace, economic
and political. Mameluke troops under...Husain Turkl arrived at Kamaran in 15615 As Amir bin
Abd al Wahab the last of the Tahitires refused to provision his troops, Husain decided to attack
him, supported by the Zaydites, Husain took Zabld in 1516, which he looted, and them all
coastal towns.

There now befell the declsive turn In fortunes which was to affect, for the most part
adversely, the history of the Arable-speaking countries for four centurles to zome. Sallm I,
the Ottoman Sultan of Turkey defeated the Mamelukes and conguered Egypt. The Ottmans took
over naval operations in the Red Sea...over which the Ottoman Sultans claimed sovereignty an
successors to the Caliphate...They were now to endeavour to contest Portuguese sea-power (o
the Indian Ocean...Mameluke forces at Zabld and Talz eventually recognised the Ottoman
Sultan of Turkey, and a Turkish Pasha was Installed there...In 1538 the Turkish naval expe-
dition under one of Sultan Salim's slaves...arrived, at Aden, which he entered by treéachery, ha
looted it and hanged the Lord of the City.”

IV. YEMEN FROM THE TURKISH TO THE BRITISH CONQUESTS (1538—1839)

After the Turks had captured Aden, they took Talz and Sana. But they could not hold
Sapa and had no real control of the rest of the country. In Hadhramaut the Kathirl Sul
tan agreed to pay them tribute. By the middle of the 16th century the Zaydites had be-
come the strongest native opponents. In 1580 a new Zaydite ruler emerged who was to prove
their great hero. He was Quassim the Great. He called on the Yemenis to rise against the
Turks. Turkish occuparion was so detested that it aroused a spirit of unity between Zaydites and
Shafl'ls allke In Yemen. However, because of continuous Turkish relnforcements, their use of
artillery and flrearms, and finally their resorting to the policy of Divide and Rule, the first
Turkish occupation lasted for about one hundred years. But by 1635 the Turks were out of
the country. Gradually the Zaydite Imams were able, for the firat time, to extend their autho-
rity all over Yemen including Hadhramaut. The Kathirl Sultans had in tact solicited help
from the Imams of Sana and the Yafl tribes to establish their hegemony over the Hadhrami
tribes.

By the begloning of the 18th century the country had again lapsed Into Its normal chaos
and political disunity. Rival Imams and Chiefs scon arcse. In 1707 even a natlve of Shihr In
Hadhramaut was elected Imam. By 1728 the llmits of Imamic authority had greatly shrunk.
All traces of Zaydite rule disappeared in Yafal and In Aulagl country. The Imam's Governors
of Lahej and Aden became Independent, and Talz was usurped by a rival Imam. The Zaydite
Imams hed practically lost control of most of Shafi (Sunni) Lowlands. The pleture drawn by
Nelbuhr, the only survivor of the famous Danish expedition which wisited Yemen in 1762,
shows the country divided Into seml-independent provinces. Of all the enemles with whom the
Imam had to contend, Nelbuhr says, “The most formidable, both by genuls and courage was

17



www.sultannagi.com

Shelkh Abd Urrab of Hodsjerle (Hujerela)...who ls regarded as & hero amoog his country-
men.” By 1780 the Sharif of Abu Arish had the control of the whole of Tihama, except Mocha
which remalned in the nands of the Imama partly due to the presence there of Engilsh and
gther foreign traders who were prepared to bolster up the Imamic rule, At the beginning of
the 19th century, the Bharif of Abu. Arish found it politle to Joln the wahhabls, the new
inyaders from central Arabla who overran thewestern Coast of Yemen and took Hodeldah and
ebroalned there until 1828 when they were ousted by Ibrahim Pasha, a new invader from
Egypt who In turn contioued to hold Tihama until 1840 when he evacuated it and so it fell
along with Hodeidah, to the hands of the Sharifs again. Thus as unity of Yemen fell apart, it
was easy for the Britlsh to take Aden on the 19th January, 1830,

V. BACHKGROUND TO THE BRITISH SEIZURE OF ADEN

‘I'haBrm::hl.umutmmmgmmmmnﬂnnlngolthnﬂthmtmwhmm
lnlthmpttufnmnmmhmmm:gﬂmtrnrrtmmmﬂnummm,tht
East India Comibany began in 1600 to send its first expeditions to Aden and the Red Sea. The
eastablishment of the first English factory (Le. trade agency) and a Residency at Mocha can
be dated from this time. From the begloning of the establishment of the factory at Mocha
until it was finally closed down in 1839 when the Britlsh had contrel of most of Yemen's
foreign trade especially in coffee.

Early in the elghteenth century, French traders appeared in Yemen with the already este-
blished Dutch and Engliash Commerce. By 1750 Dutch competition had long ceased to be effec-
tive, and the Anglo-French rivalry In ¥Yemen suddenly changed from “trade to politics” as
Erie Marco has sald. This was maloly due to Napoleon's Egyptlan adventure In 1798. He had
plarmed the British Government with plans for launching a French conquest of India, The
island of Perim was therefore occupled by the British in 1799, but they withdrew from it
in 1800. In 1802 8ir Home Popham eigned the first commercial treaty with the Abdall Sultan
of Aden. Under that treaty, the port was declared open to Britlsh goods and the various
dutiea leviable on Britlsh goods were detalled The departure of Napolean from Egypt had
already weakened the British Government's political Intercat In Yemen, and that treaty was

sopn forgotton.

The war between Britaln and Neorth America from 1812 to 1814 also led some of
Plitish officials to think again of Aden. The Americans were competing with them In
coffes trade of Mocha Nothing was done, however, to possess Aden as peace was
gigned with the Americans. By the late twentles of the 109th century, the British wan
that communication by steamships should be established by way of the Red Sea Instead of the
Cape. The British interest in Aden revived as it was placed half-way between Bombay and
Buez. Accordingly, in 18329 the Sira Island was leased by the British as a coal depot, but

g

back to Aden.” Halnes found Aden as belog “a place of the first mercantils Importance...
the best adapted port In existence.” A mew factor quickened British interest in Aden.
troops of Mohammed All Pasha of Egypt had already been established in Tihama. The
realised that the Pasha's ambitions were to establish an Arabian kingiom and also
Robert Grant, Governor of Bombay, had written that Mohammad All's "am-
designs in regard to Arabla should be checked tham left to take effect.” Palmerston
24th May, 1838 that Great Britain “could not see with {ndifference any attempt made
Mohammad All to invade or to conquer the country lylng at and beyond the mouth of the
mu

Finally, the British were determined to have Aden by any means. As Gerald Graham,
Professor of Imperial History at London University has commented:

“Commercial and military values were always getting mixed up, and it is Impossible
to separate the acquisition of Aden from pollcles of commerclal Imperialism, Aden was
an important fuelling station and a local polnt for the trade of the Middle East. Yet
its greatest importancs lay pot in its value as o coal depot or o market, but in it
geographical position as a bass of naval operations. British Owverseas Commercs de
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pended oam pecure communications which In turn depend on wellsited coastal bases,
safeguarded by the paramount Royal Navy, Aden governed a vital hinge on the Red
Sea route to India. The British wanted Aden, partly because of Its advantages as
a coaling and military base, but chlefly to prevent any other power from taking or
dominating a strategically vital area.”

VI. YEMEN FROM THE BRITISH CONQUEST TO INDEPENDENCE (1838—1067)

Six different phases of policles could be discerned during the perled of British rule in
Southern Yemen. They are the following :—

(1) Divide and Buole (1838—1882)

During the first years of their occupation, the Britlsh concentrated their efforts oo the
re-fortification of Aden Walls. At the begloning they had no intention of extending their influence
to the Interlor; the general principle had been minlmum of direct Intervention. Haines, how-
ever, was eager to go further inland but was repeatedly Instructed by Bombay te remaln con-
fined to the Aden Camp. He then pitted one tribe against another and advocated “setting other
and hostile tribes agalnst marauders without calling British bayonets.” Money s the simew of
war, and Haines, sald one of his succesors, “belleved In Its charm and potency.” Thus the British
gradually were able to secure the subordination of the tribes through the coneclusion with
them of treatles of ‘friendship’, and paylng to them small annual stipends which in many
cases did not exceed an amount of one hundred dollars.

{2) Elastic Formula (1882—1918)

Aden's strateglc and commercial importance increased greatly after the opening of the
Buez Canal. The Turks also returned in 1872 to Northern Yemen, and with thelr return rival-
rles between them and the Britlsh over the lordship of the Aden hinterland became Intense. To
offset such new danger the British Invented a new device of protectorship and started cob-
cluding ‘protectorate’ treatles with the chlefa of the hinterland. By such treatles the chiefs
were denled the right to enter ‘nto any correspondence or relations with any other power as
well as the right to dispose of thelr propertles. As & matter of fact these treatles were con-
trary to accepted international practlces. They were not concluded by two equals. The ‘perpe-
tulty' of these agreements {s contrary to the basle principal of ordinary coolracts. The pro-
tection on these chiefs from outalde attack was an empty service. This protection when It was
really peeded was seldom given. This was especially the case of Lahej durlng the First World
War when It was overrun and occupled by the Turks. The chiefs were in deep private strife
and by glving them presents of arms, the British, says Lord Belhaven, "contributed to the
moral degradation of the country.” No doubt the purpose of these protectorate treatles re-
muined clear enough to the Britlsh who saw the protectorate as a Cordon Benitalre for the
Port of Aden. At the end of this period the British succeeded In setting up an Anglo-Turkish
Commissfon which finally delimited the frontler and an agreement was embodled In the Anglo-
Turkish Conwventlon of 1914. From this time i dated the political division of Greater Yemen
Into ‘South’ and North'.

(3) Frontier Problem (1818—19884)

The final destruction of Ottoman power during the War enabled Northern Yemen to become
independent again, and the Anglo-Turkish Conventlon was rejected by the Yemenl ruler, the
Imam Yahla. He pursued the traditional ¥emen! claim to possession of the whole Yemen Includ-
ing Aden and the protectorate, and his forces promptly overran several of the western pro-
tectorates, The Eritish sided with al-Idridd who eventually became the wvirtual ruler of Tihama.
Then they resorted to gunboat diplomacy and started bombing North Yemenl towns. At the
same time actual fighting broke out between the forces of Imam ¥ahia and those of Ibm
Baud over Najran and Jezan. The Imam had no alternative but to comclude In 1934 with
the British the Treaty of Sana, by which both sides agreed to malntaln the status quo of the
frontler for a period of forty years. The interprotation of the term status quo became & source
of trouble in later years when the British began to embark on thelr ‘forward polley’ in the
protectorate. The British thought it referred to the status quo on the frontler line, roughly as
established by the Anglo-Turkish Convention of 1914. The Yemenis belleved it covered the status
quo In the whole area of Bouthern Yemen that had besn In dlspute.
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(4) Forward Policy (1837—1858)

In 1837 the settlement of Aden became a Crown Colony under the direct <ontrol of the
Colonian Office in London. Since that time a new ‘advisory regime’ requiring the chlefs to
accept the opinion of the British Governor In all matters had been set up In the protectorates.
‘Advisory’ treaties supplanted the ‘protectorate’ treaties. As an expolitical officer has sald “the
margin between advice and direction was often Imperceptible.” Britaln embarked on her ‘forward
poliey” in the hinterland. This naturally angered the Imam who saw in it a flagrant breach of the
terms of the Sana Treaty. He belleved that the ultimate object of British ‘forward policy’ waa to
extend influence to the Shafls In Lower Yemen and overthrow his Zeldl rule.

The Yemeni reaction to the Britlsh polley was very strong. Local reslstance was fostered
and Imam Ahmed did not hesitate to take up & more active and uncompromising attitude to-
wards British policy in the protectorate. Anyway, as both Ingrams and Tom Little have
shrewdly remarked, had it not been for this British ‘forward polley’ or involvement in the
north and British Impelalism in the south might have lasted longer.

(5) Unite and Bule (18586—1863)

After the Suez fiasco, Britain rapidly began to lose her bases In Suex, Jordan and Iraq. The
importance of Aden was suddenly enhanced. It was soon to be established as headquarters of the
British Middle East command the shield of the ofl fields in the Arablan Guilf, and & vital staging
post on the direct route to the Far East. In 1958 the Britlsh Under-secretary of State had
this to say: “Her Majesty's Governoment wish to make it clear that the Importance of Aden,
both strategically and economically, within the Commonwealth, is such that they cannot foresee
the possibility of any fundamental relaxation of their responsibility for the colony.” The offi-
clal White Paper on Defence in 1962 stated thmt it was the British Government's iotentior to
station troopa In Aden ‘permanently.’ In fact, says Sir Johnston, Aden’s strategic value was
clearly a joint Western one and not a British one only.” Ita importance was threefold : Flrst
global strategy, secomdly oll strategy and thirdly local strategy. That belng so the British needed
the Federation ns o glacls between Aden base and Yemen. Then, a8 D. Holden was sald,
through a ‘shot fun wedding,' Aden was merged with that iifated and ‘fragile’ Federation.
Such an organization, says Ingrams, "however it was wrapped up and disquised, it looked Uke
20th century colonlallsm, and coloniallsm indeed It was.

(6) Armed Struggle and British Withdrawal (18965—1867)

On 26th September, 1962, there was a revolution in Sana. If that revolution had come one
doy earller the Aden merger would never have taken place, sald Johnston, The Sana revolution
was followed by the 1l4th October revolution of 1863. The two revolution were supported by
Egyptlan troops In Yemen, The British had no alternative but to declde on withdrawal. AL
the beginning of 1966 the White Paper on Defence Pollcy announced the run-down of British
bases East of Suez and thelr declslon to close Aden base by 1068.

To end this historical survey I tfnd it appropriate to quote, from the files of this depart-
ment, two interesting quotations. Though written by two administratora, yet they cruley illustrate
the state of affairs of the Federal Government in its last days. At the begioning of 1867, a high
Eritish official came from London to this department to discuss some of the staff afairs. In
the Envel to his report he wrote :

“Throughout my short stay in Aden it has been impossible to escape the impression
that one was acting out a play within a play morcover in which the principal adtors
had not yet taken the atage. All the discusslons and negotiations which have taken place
are real and can have concrete effect; but one I8 left with the overwhelming impression
that the reality and practicality of carrylog the agreements into effect will disappear
before the curtain falls on the final act in the drama, The Federal Government appears to
those who serve It to be lttle more than a house of cards. Some of the cards on
the upper storeys have already fallen down and it only need a puff of wind or perhaps a
wrlff of grapeshot, to bring the whole structure tumbling down. All one can say 8o
far as the subject of this Report Is concerned, Is that one has been through the motlons
appropriate to the circumstances surrounding a normal transfer of soverelgnty withouc
having any confidence thet one has erected a firm foundation on which & viable admi-
oistration can be based."
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In & letter of Znd July, 1067, to that official, my predecessor finlshed off his letter by the
following :

‘“The prognostication in the latter part of the Envol to your report on your March
visit was within an ace of being fulfilled on the 20th June, and the foundations are
belng fast ercded by the winds of South Arabla blowing away the sands on which they
are built.”

Sultan Nagi
Establishments Department,
Adon, 1872,
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